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with responsibility for identity-related events such as ceremonies, excursions, and
commemorative days—will rest with each school’s principal and educational staff.
Matters pertaining to regional identity, inter-school collaboration, and the cultivation
of diverse educational leadership will fall under the purview of the local authority.
All of this will be supported through equitable and appropriate funding for Jewish
studies across the entire state-education system.

The proposed shared framework will, for the first time, establish genuine resource
parity and ensure meaningful exposure to Jewish identity for all Jewish students
in Israel. It will substantially strengthen Jewish studies in the general state system
while fully preserving its character and its heterogeneous population of secular and
traditional students. This proposal protects the right of each community to shape its
own expression of Jewish identity, while promoting a shared language and common
experiences that bridge educational streams and reinforce Jewish-Israeli solidarity
for future generations. In doing so, it advances the vision of the State Education
Law in an equitable, inclusive manner that acknowledges and respects the diversity

of Israel’s communities.

* Determining the curriculum framework for all Jewish state-education schools.

* Providing equitable and appropriate funding for Jewish studies across the

| | entire state-education system.

National * Determining central themes: the Jewish calendar, lifecycle events, formative
Level figures, canonical texts.

* Determining mandatory visits to key heritage sites.

‘|M

| !ll ! * Shaping the content of the curriculum in alignment with their values.

- n . e . . . . . .
—_— * Suggesting specific formative figures and distributing recommended pedagogical
Educational .
Streams materials.
E * Creating educational materials pertaining to regional identity.
== * Forming inter-school collaborations and the cultivation of diverse educational
Local .
Authority leadership.
= * Implementing and adapting the curriculum according to the community values.
EE * The design and delivery of Jewish studies within the school environment-along
School with responsibility for identity-related events such as ceremonies, excursions, and
Community commemorative days-will rest with each school’s principal and educational staff.
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Abstract

The State Education Law (1953), which governs Israel’s public education system,
stipulates among its objectives cultivation of Jewish-democratic identity, fostering
of commitment to the people and the land, and respect for the cultural heritage of
each student. These objectives apply uniformly to all state educational streams. Over
the past several decades, however, a significant and widening disparity has emerged
among these streams. In the general (non-religious) state system, the dedicated hours
and resources allocated to Jewish studies and Jewish cultural experiences have
declined sharply and have become marginal in comparison with other disciplines.
In contrast, within the state-religious and state-Haredi systems, Jewish studies
constitute a central component of the curriculum and are supported by substantially
greater funding.

Simultaneously, attempts by the Ministry of Education to increase engagement
with Jewish identity in the general state system have consistently relied on a highly
centralized approach: top-down curricula, standardized lesson plans, regulated
instructional hours, and gradual erosion of the pedagogical and budgetary autonomy
available to school principals and local authorities. This approach produced two
outcomes: 1) Jewish content remained limited in scope, and 2) it also generated
a negative reaction in the form of concern that the introduction of religious and
halakhic practices would lead to the predominance of a halakhic paradigm, implicitly
presented as the sole authentic expression of Jewish life. This dynamic alienated
many students and parents and intensified perceptions of religious coercion.

This policy proposal offers a comprehensive and balanced response to these
challenges through a model that combines a shared nation-level framework with
robust community-level autonomy. The state will establish a minimal, mandatory core
for the study of Jewish identity across all Jewish state-education streams—covering,
for example, the Jewish calendar, lifecycle events, formative figures, canonical texts,
and key heritage sites. It will also allocate substantial additional funding for Jewish
studies specifically within the general state system, ensuring parity in per-student
investment with the levels available in the religious and Haredi systems.

Communities will have significantly expanded autonomy in how standards and
resources are implemented in practice. School communities and educational streams
will determine how the core curriculum is applied in alignment with their values.
The design and delivery of Jewish studies within the school environment—along
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