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142; idem, Physician of the Soul Healer of the Cosmos: Isaac Luria and His Kabbalistic Fellowship,
Stanford 2003
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Platonists and Their Heirs Among Christians, Jews, and Muslims, eds. E. Anagnostou-
Laoutides & K. Parry, Leiden & Boston 2023, pp. 490-491; Moshe Idel, ‘Jewish Kabbalah
and Platonism in the Middle Ages and Renaissance’, in: Neoplatonism and Jewish Thought,
ed. L. E. Goodman, Albany 1992, p. 319-352; idem, 'Metamorphoses of a Platonic Theme
in Jewish Mysticism', Jewish Studies at the Central European University 3 (2002-2003), pp.
67-86; Elke Morlok, ‘Visual and Acoustic Symbols in Gikatilla, Neoplatonic and
Pythagorean Thought’, in: P. Forshaw (ed.), Lux in Tenebris, Leiden 2016, pp. 21-49
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on the Language of Mystical Union in Judaism, Leiden & Boston 2016, pp. 151-166

Alexander Altmann & Samuel Stern, Isaac Israeli: A Neoplatonic Philosopher of the Early 17 6
Tenth Century, Chicago 2009; Sarah Pessin, 'Jewish Neoplatonism: Being Above Being and
Divine Emanation in Solomon Ibn Gabirol and Isaac Israeli', in: The Cambridge Companion
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, eds. D. Frank & O. Leama , Cambridge 2003, pp. 91-110;
Sarah Pessin, Ibn Gabirol’s Theology of Desire: Matter and Method in Jewish Medieval
Neoplatonism, Cambridge 2013; ead., 'Divine Presence, Divine Absence and the Plotinian
Apophatic Dialectic: Reinterpreting "Creation and Emanation" in Isaac Israeli', in: Religion
and Philosophy in the Platonic and Neoplatonic Traditions: From Antiquity to the Early Medieval
MwpNa NPT veR DR ;Period, eds. Kevin Corrigan et al., Berlin 2012, p. 133-149
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ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE DOUBLE SOUL
IN SIXTEENTH-CENTURY KABBALAH AND ITS SOURCES

CHEN MAARAVI

Tel Aviv University

ADAM AFTERMAN

Tel Aviv University and the Shalom Hartman Institute

Abstract

The 16th-century Kabbalists of Safed held various views of the human
soul, envisioning it as stretched between heaven and earth, bridging the
divine realm and the human body. According to their beliefs, the soul
is not only divided into two parts—one rooted in divinity and the other
grounded in human existence—but also extends across the entire
spectrum of emanation, from the different dimensions of the godhead
to the human body. By overcoming the division and distance between
these two parts (without nullifying their fundamental separation), the
fully realized religious persona can draw divine abundance from the
upper part of the soul, which is connected to the highest lights of the
divine, down to the lower part. This leads to the integration of the
higher soul into human consciousness and allows the flow of the Holy
Spirit into the human recipient. The reception of the Holy Spirit equated
with God, is mediated by the higher part of the soul attached to the
highest aspect of the Godhead. This study investigates this theory and
examines its roots in earlier Kabbalistic and earlier philosophical and

rabbincal sources.
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