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A Rabbinic Plea to Free Israeli Hostages
and Support Their Families

In these painful days, as we grapple with immense sorrow for the loss of so many innocent
lives while also feeling inspired by stories of heroism, we are constantly reminded of the
faces of the sons and daughters of Israel who have been so tragically torn from their
families. Babies, children, young women, young men, mothers, fathers, and the elderly
were all kidnapped by Hamas, cruel perpetrators of evil and wrongdoing. Our brothers
and sisters, abducted and held captive, are desperately pleading for help and rescue. They
surely believe that we will not stop trying to ensure their safe return, entrusting us with
their hopes for deliverance.

These profoundly difficult days test the very essence of our Jewish values and the strength
of our Jewish-Israeli covenant. Throughout the ages, our tradition has mandated the
redemption of captives. As Rabbi Yosef Karo quotes the Rambam (who was extraordinarily
emphaticin stressing the importance of this mitzva) in the Shulchan Aruch, "Every moment
that passes without redeeming a captive when it is possible to do so is equivalent to
shedding blood.”

Israeli society must mobilize a united national and global effort to free the hostages and
stand together in unwavering support of their families. Governments of every nation
must do everything within their power to gather information about the capitves and their
condition, demand humanitarian intervention, and secure their freedom.

More than 200 innocent Israelis have been held hostage in Gaza for over two weeks. We
must not abandon the hostages. We must explore every avenue and summon all our
strength to confront those who threaten the dignity of humankind while working tirelessly
to bring every one of our brothers and sisters back home.
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May God protect and save our soldiers from trouble and distress, plague and illness, and
may God send blessing and success to all their endeavors. May God bless, preserve, and
protect all of the hostages, the missing, and those abducted, and return them to their
families. “So the redeemed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion rejoicing with eternal
happiness upon their heads. They shall have gladness and joy; all sorrow and sighing will be
no more.” (Isaiah 51:11) And so may it be, and we say, Amen.
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Rabbi Dan Selsberg, Temple Sholom, Bridgewater, New Jersey

Rabbi Hyim Shafner, Kesher Israel: The Georgetown Synagogue, Washington, DC
Rabbi Sue Shankman, Washington Hebrew Congregation, Washington, DC

Rabbi Rona Shapiro, Congregation B'nai Jacob, Woodbridge, Connecticut

Rabbi Michael Shefrin, Temple Emanu-El, Sarasota, Florida

Cantor Geniene Shelley, Aventura Turnberry Jewish Center, Aventura, Florida
Rabbi Howard Shub, Rabbinical Assembly, Greenacres, Florida

Rabbi Jeffrey Sirkman, Larchmont Temple, Larchmont, New York

Rabbi Amy Small, Morristown, New Jersey

Rabbi Ruth Smith, Beth Israel Congrgation of Salisbury, Baltimore, Maryland
Rabbi Nico Socolovsky, Congregation Shir Hadash, Los Gatos, California

Rabbi Eric Solomon, Beth Meyer Synagogue, Raleigh, North Carolina

Rabbi Jonathan Spira-Savett, Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua, New Hampshire
Rabbi Hannah Spiro, Hill Havurah, Washington, DC

Rabbi Yael Splansky, Holy Blossom Temple, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Rabbi Talia Stein, Temple Sinai Brookline, Brookline, Massachusetts

Dr. Elana Stein Hain, Shalom Hartman Institute, New York, New York

Rabbi Eleanor Steinman, Temple Beth Shalom, Austin, Texas

Rabbi Samuel Stern, Temple Beth Sholom, Topeka, Kansas

Rabba Kaya Stern-Kaufman, Temple Israel, Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Rabbi Danielle Stillman, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont

Rabbi David Straus, Rabbi Emeritus, Main Line Reform Temple, Wynnewood,
Pennsylvania

Rabbi Brian Strauss, Congregation Beth Yeshurun, Houston, Texas

Rabbi Feivel Strauss, Temple Judea, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida

Rabbi Joshua Strom, Congregation B'nai Yisrael, Armonk, New York

Rabbi Edward Sukol, The Shul, Pepper Pike, Ohio

Rabbi Steven Suson, Congregation Har Tzeon Agudath Achim, Silver Spring, Maryland
Rabbi Leslie Tannenwald, Jewish and Interfaith Life Services, Newton, Massachusetts
Rabbi Bill S. Tepper, Congregation Iyr HaMelech, Kingston, Ontario, Canada
Cantor Mark Thompson, Temple Beth Sholom, Seal Beach, California

Rabbi Neil Tow, Congregation Sha'are Shalom, Leesburg, Virginia

Rabbi Danielle Upbin, Congregation Beth Shalom, Clearwater, Florida

Rabbi Amy Wallk, Temple Beth EL, Springfield, Massachusetts

Rabbi Lewis Warshauer, New York, New York

Rabbi Pamela Wax, North Adams, Massachusetts

Rabbi Michael Weinberg, Temple Beth Israel, Skokie, Illinois



272.  Rabbi Sheila Weinberg, Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

273.  Rabbi Jennifer Weiner, CKAF, Springfield, Virginia

274.  Rabbi Arthur Weiner, Jewish Community Center of Paramus/Congregation Beth Tikvah,
Paramus, New Jersey

275. Rabbi Elie Weinstock, Jewish Center of Atlantic Beach, Atlantic Beach, New York

276.  Rabbi Mimi Weisel, Rabbinical Assembly, Sarasota, Florida

277. Rabbi Josh Whinston, Temple Beth Emeth, Ann Arbor, Michigan

278. Rabbi Kvod Wieder, Temple Beth El of South Orange County, Aliso Viejo, California

279. Rabbi Paul Yedwab, Temple Israel, West Bloomfield, Michigan

280. Rabbi Elianna Yolkut, Adas Israel, Washington, DC

281. Rabbi Adir Yolkut, Temple Israel Center, White Plains, New York

282. Rabbi Jeremy Yoskowitz, Frankel Jewish Academy, Farmington Hills, Michigan

283. Rabbi Herbert Yoskowitz, Adat Shalom Synagogue, Farmington Hills, Michigan

284. Rabbi Sara Zacharia, Queens College Hillel, Flushing, New York

285.  Rabbi Andrea Zanardo, Brighton and Hove Reform Synagogue, Hove, United Kingdom

286. Rabbi Elaine Zecher, Temple Israel of Boston, Boston, Massachusetts

287.  RabbiIrwin Zeplowitz, The Community Synagogue, Port Washington, New York

288. Rabbi Misha zinkow, Makor Educational Journeys, Columbus, Ohio

289. Rabbi Gersh zylberman, Temple Bat Yahm, Newport Beach, California

290. Rabbi Sharon Barr Skolnik, The Wexner Foundation, Columbus, Ohio

201. Rabbi Dan Cohen, Yeshiva University, New York, NY

292. Rabbi Daniel Levin, Temple Beth El of Boca Raton, Florida

293. Rabbi Lisa Sacks, Bet Torah, Mt. Kisco, New York

294. Rabbi Melissa Simon, Hillel International, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

295.  Rabbi Jeremiah Unterman, Koren Publishers, Jerusalem, Israel

296. Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz, Valley Beit Midrash, Scottsdale, Arizona

297. Rabbi Benjamin Barer, Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School, Washington, DC

298. Rabbi Steven Greenberg, Eshel, Brookline, Massachusetts

299. Rabbi Dr.Yitz Greenberg, Hadar Institute, Bronx, New York

300. Rabbi Akiva Herzfeld, Shaarey Tphiloh, Portland, Maine

301.  Rabbi Hannah Laner, Boulder, Colorado

302. Rabbi Debra Newman Kamin, Am Yisrael Synagogue, Highland Park, Illinois

303. Rabbi Shuli Passow, B'nai Jeshurun, New York, New York

304. RabbiJonathan Posner, Base Chicago, Chicago, Illinois

305. Rabbi Yair Silverman, Moed — Zichron Yackov, Israel

306. Rabba Lindsey Taylor-Guthartz, Azara, London, United Kingdom

307. Rabbanit Devora Renert, Torat Chayim, Jerusalem, Israel

308. Rabbi Jill Zimmerman, Path With Heart, Richmond, California

309. Rabbi Daniel Greyber, Beth El Synagogue, Durham, North Carolina
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316.
317.
318.
319.

320.

Rabbi David Nelson, Temple B'nai Sholom, Southfield, Michigan

Rabbi Lina Zerbarini, Kehillath Shalom Synagogue, Cold Spring Harbor, New York
Rabbi Nicole Roberts, North Shore Temple Emanuel, Chatswood, New South Wales,
Australia

Rabbi Jonathan Jaffe, Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester, Chappaqua, New York
Rabbi Jodie Siff, The Reconstructionist Synagogue of the North Shore, Manhasset, NY
Rabbi Jehoschua Ahrens, Jewish Community of Berne, Switzerland

Rabbi Lon Moskowitz, CCAR, Baywood Park, California

Rabbi Howard Buechler, Dix Hills Jewish Center, Dix Hills, New York

Rabbi Bryna Milkow, Congregation Anshai Emeth, Peoria, Illinois

Rabbi Ilana Goldhaber-Gordon, Congregation Beth Jacob, Redwood City, California
Rabbi Deborah Bronstein, Boulder, Colorado



